Chesapeake Coastal Academy – 2010

The Chesapeake Coastal Academy will focus on the Chesapeake Bay & its watershed and will be held at St. Margaret’s School in Tappahannock, Virginia, and Port Isobel Island Education Center near Tangier Island, VA. This residential course will be taught June 21-25, 2010.  Topics covered will include natural systems, water quality, and field investigations conducted by participants in Bay habitats (including wetlands, oyster reefs, and underwater grass meadows). Participating teachers will learn how to lead a “meaningful watershed educational experience” with their students.
The Virginia Department of Education and the Virginia Resource-Use Education Council, in partnership with Chesapeake Bay Foundation and supported by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the National Geographic Society, invite you to participate in an unparalleled professional development experience. Get your feet wet paddling, hiking, observing bay inhabitants, sampling water quality, and visiting people and places that connect your school community with the Chesapeake Bay.

Instructor Bill Portlock is the Senior Educator for the Bay with the Chesapeake Bay Foundation. He joined CBF in 1981 as Virginia Field Director, beginning CBF’s full-time education efforts in Virginia. He uses canoes, skiffs, research vessels, and CBF’s Island Education Centers as tools for engaging others in learning about the Bay. He has worked with thousands of teachers, students of all ages, and the public to make Virginia’s natural history and ecology understandable, meaningful, and accessible to all. He regularly monitors Virginia’s tributaries as water quality and living resources specialist for CBF, and documents the ever-changing Bay photographically.

The Roger Tory Peterson Institute of Natural History in New York gave Portlock its national award in 2008 in recognition of his lifetime work in nature education. In 2009 the Peterson Institute premiered his photography in an exhibit titled ''Nature Revealed: The Photography of Bill Portlock,'' that featured photographs documenting species and habitats of eastern North America. Portlock received the Thomas Jefferson Medal for Outstanding Contributions to Natural Science Education in 2005 from the Virginia Museum of Natural History.
