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Virginia Resource-Use Education Council

P.O. Box 11104, Richmond, Virginia 23230-1104

Founded 1952
Business Meeting Minutes, June 4, 2009
Meeting start:  4:00 PM
End: 5:30 PM
The 2009 Spring VRUEC business meeting was held at the Science Museum of Virginia, Richmond. Immediately prior to the business meeting, VRUEC held a joint meeting with the Virginia Science Education Leaders Association (VSELA).  VRUEC member agency annual reports were summarized by Paula Klonowski.

VRUEC members attending the business meeting:

Jennifer Buff, Lisa Deaton, Greg Eaton, Suzie Gilley, Beth Hawse, Paula Klonowski, Candace Lutzow-Felling, Bill Portlock, Ann Regn, Llyn Sharp, Tim Taglauer, Tamra Willis, Virginia Witmer, Sonya Wolen, and Carol Zokaites
Business

1. Review of Minutes

Minutes from the April 9, 2009 teleconference meeting were accepted as written.
2. Treasurer’s Report, Ann Regn submitted
The Profit & Loss Report for October 1, 2008 through February 1, 2009 was reviewed.
Income: $45,872.62

Expenses: $30,833.60

Net Income: $15,039.02

Income sources were grants, interest income, and registration fees.

Expenses were grants awarded, bank fees, advertising, contractual help, meeting expenses, printing, supplies, and travel.

2. Bay Academies for 2010
· VRUEC has received a NOAA B-WET grant to continue the Bay Academies for three more years.

· VRUEC would like to have the Academies offered at various locations throughout the Commonwealth.  VRUEC will solicit proposals from various state agencies and non-profit institutes to host a Bay Academy.  Proposing agencies/non-profit institutes would need to describe how they will plan, administer, and fulfill fiscal and reporting responsibilities for the Bay Academy proposed.
· VRUEC is looking for creative ideas for future Bay Academies; something different than what has been offered previously and will be top notch and engaging.
· The Request for Proposals (RFP) will be made available to VRUEC member agencies/ institutions only; A DRAFT RFP was reviewed and commented on.
· VRUEC is planning to fund 3, maybe 4, different Bay Academies through this B-WET funding.
· Proposal reviewers are needed; let Ann Regn know if you are interested.
3. Otter Award 2009
· VRUEC needs to decide who to honor with the Otter Award at the Fall EE conference in September.  The Otter Award recognizes an individual who has made a substantial impact on environmental education state wide.  The honoree may be an educator or a government policy professional.
· Paula Klonowski, Jennifer Buff, Ann Regn, Lisa Deaton, and Suzie Gilley formed a committee to select the next Otter Award honoree.
4.  Membership Committee Formation and Membership Policy Review
· The VRUEC Membership Policy document was distributed and reviewed.  Also distributed was the Constitution and Bylaws of the Virginia Resource-Use Education Council.  This document describes the purpose of VRUEC and defines membership eligibility.  The constitution and bylaws needs to be reviewed along with the Membership Policy document.
· A membership committee is needed to review membership policy and to review the current membership list.  Some people on the list have not been active for several years.

· Need individuals to contact the agencies with poor or no VRUEC meeting attendance to see who they desire to represent their agency.
· We also need to develop strategies for membership recruitment and membership stewardship (sustainability).
· The newly established membership committee will meet via conference call in the near future.
· These VRUEC members agreed to serve on the membership committee:  Bill Portlock, Tamra Willis, Sonya Wolen, and Ann Regn (Chair).
5.  Fall VRUEC Meeting & EE Leadership Meeting & Environmental Education (EE) Conference, September 2009
· The VRUEC & 2009 EE Leadership Meeting will be at the Jamestown 4-H Center, September 8th.  Dinner will be served after the meeting at the Center.  
EE Leadership attendees then will car caravan to the Hampton Crowne Plaza Hotel for a desert, chocolate, and wine reception.
· VRUEC will cover lodging expenses Sept 8th for EE Leadership Meeting attendees.  Attendees individual agencies will cover lodging Sept 9th for those staying for the EE Conference.
· The EE Conference will be held at Hampton University, September 8th.

· EE Conference presentation proposals are due June 15th.  This year’s conference theme is “Branching Out: Spreading Our Environmental Message”.

· Optional field trips will be scheduled for Sept 10th.
6. Miscellaneous
· The Draft revised “Aquatic Stewardship and You” resource document was distributed for VRUEC members to review.  The document, originally prepared and distributed for Stewardship Virginia, was updated January 2009, and nearly ready to distribute to Virginia educators.
Respectfully submitted,
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Candace Lutzow-Felling

VRUEC Secretary
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